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186.

DENTAL BOARD OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Mr ML.F. BOARD to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the minister’s failure to appoint a new Dental Board of Western Australia since the expiration of its
term on 6 September this year.
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Is the minister aware that without an incumbent dental board, new dentists - those coming to Western
Australia from other countries as well as those returning to the profession - are unable to be registered,
including a Busselton practitioner who was forced recently to register in Adelaide so she could return to
work from maternity leave?

Is the minister also aware that investigations into patients’ complaints cannot be progressed without a
serving dental board and that current complaints are in limbo?

Can the minister confirm that without the immediate appointment of a dental board, it could be months
before such a board would begin sitting, leaving the dental system to fall into some disarray?

Mr R.C. KUCERA replied:

(1)-(3) 1 am not aware of the current situation with the dental board. I know that recently I have signed letters

of appointment for people to the board. A process is in place whereby all these issues can be handled.
As the member for Murdoch is well aware, the process of appointment is handled properly and sensibly.
I have sent back many board appointments, so that there can be some decent balance, not only for
gender but also for expertise, on this State’s boards. All the boards need to be balanced sensibly and
they need to be able to carry out their roles. That is what is being undertaken at this time.
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